Decreased hypoprothrombinemic effect of warfarin associated with furosemide.
The authors describe a case of furosemide possibly inhibiting the hypoprothrombinemic effect of warfarin. The initiation of furosemide dosing in a patient receiving a stable dose of warfarin was associated with an 28% decrease in the international normalized ration (INR). Using normal volunteers, two previous controlled studies of an interaction between warfarin and chlorthalidone, and between warfarin and spironolactone, assert that volume depletion produced by forced diuresis results in the inhibition of warfarin's hypoprothrombinemia. Consistent with this hypothesis, the authors found that their patient's hematocrit (believed to reflect hydration status) correlated with the INR: r2 = 0.78, p < 0.05. This case provides further evidence suggesting that acute diuresis can decrease the hypoprothrombinemic effect of warfarin.